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What is Precision Teaching (PT)? PT is a measurement system that has application to any human behavior (Kubina, 2009). PT 

bases education decisions on changes in continuous self-monitored performance frequencies displayed on “standard celeration charts” (Lindsley, 

1992). “Standard Celeration Charts” are utilized to observe behavior and improve learning through charting and interpretation of visible 

performance gains (Binder, 1988; Lindsley, 1992). PT utilizes the teaching methodology of fluency based instruction (accuracy + speed+ rate of 
responding) to achieve true mastery (Binder, 1988). PT relies less on instruction and more on practice. 

 

 

 

Why Where Who 
-Lack of fluency achievement in 
typical classrooms: Many traditional 
materials and procedures prevent 
students from ever achieving 
fluency (e.g. workbooks contain few 
pages for required amount of 
practice to fluency, computer 
lessons restrict pace of responding, 
common classroom teaching 
techniques provide infrequent 
opportunities for individual or rapid 
responding) (Binder, 1988) 
 
-Individualized & Visible 
performance gains: Provides visible 
performance gains towards fluency 
for a wide variety of skills (Lindsley, 
1992). With fluency criteria, it is 
possible to track individual progress 
on a daily basis (Binder, 1988). 
 
-“Learn to learn” with monitoring 
methods, learning tactics, and 
performance principles:  
 
“Learner knows best”- PT provides 
simple tools and methods that 
permit learners to project, improve, 
and summarize their own learning 
(Lindsley, 1992). 
 
-Fluency is true mastery 
“The true definition of mastery is 
fluency, a combination of accuracy 
(or quality) plus speed” (Binder, 
1988). 
 

- All Curriculums – PT combines 
well with any curricular approach. 
Some of the most powerful 
applications have combined PT 
fluency with direct instruction 
(Lindsley, 1992). 
 
-General & Special Education, 
college classrooms: 
 
Early PT projects have 
demonstrated that as little as 20-30 
minutes per day could boost 
children’s achievement test scores 
by as much as 20 to 40 percentile 
points (Binder, 1990).  
 
Long term projects (“Great Falls, 
Montana”) have demonstrated 20-
30 minutes of PT per day across 4 
years resulted in an increase 
between 19 and 44 percentile points 
(Binder, 1988). 
 
One series of classroom studies 
showed that adding brief, timed 
practice periods to the class day, 
teachers can improve students’ 
performance levels and learning 
rates (Binder, 1988). 
 
Private Practice – trained precision 
teachers out of public education to 
form their own schools, and tutoring 
agencies (Binder, 1988). 

-Both 
professionals 
(Board Certified 
Behavior Analysts 
(BCBA) teachers, 
paraprofessionals, 
Registered 
Behavior 
Technicians 
(RBT), etc.) and 
caregivers can be 
trained in 
implementation 
of PT. 
 
-The “precision 
teacher” performs 
like a coach, an 
advisor, providing 
one-on-one 
support and 
arranging 
materials, and 
methods for the 
students to teach 
themselves 
(Lindsley, 1992). 
 
-Learners of all 
ages can benefit 
from PT. 
 
 
 
 

How do I utilize PT?  
- Ideally all classrooms should include at least brief periods of timed practice, measurement, and charting so that teachers and students can monitor 
progress towards mastery of basic skills on a daily basis (Binder, 1988).  
-PT combines well with any curriculum approach (Lindsley, 1992). 
- Both students and parents should be encouraged to conduct timings at home. At least 10-20 minutes an evening of such activity can serve as an 
effective practice strategy and as a basis for parents to monitor their children’s learning and to communicate with teachers about day-to-day progress 
(Binder, 1988). 
- PT and Standard Celeration Charts provide daily, weekly, monthly and yearly charts for data analysis (Calkin, 2005). 
- Additional procedure implementation details can be found in the article(s) cited at the bottom of this guide. 

        

Useful Links 
A Guide to Standard Celeration Charts: https://education.uw.edu/sites/default/files/areas/edspe/white/readings/chartbook.pdf 
Precision Teaching Learning Center: http://www.precisiontlc.com/ridiculus-lorem 
Fluency Publications: https://www.fluency.org/publications 
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